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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-27 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-7, 10-16,18-25, and 27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kidder (US Pat. 6,363,41 3). 



4. As to claim 1, Kidder discloses a data distribution method (Abstract) comprising 
the steps of: 

classifying information for downloading content transmitted from a user 
(column 7, lines 4-7, user requests a video clip, i.e. the data that is received from 
the user is classified as a request for a particular video clip, also along with the 
request for the clip information regarding the maximum effective transmission 
bandwidth is determined (column 7, lines 18-22)); 
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selecting one of a plurality of pieces of content data having respective 
predetermined formats based on the classified information for downloading 
content and sending the selected content data to the user when the information 
for downloading content is classified as indicating downloading of new content 
data (column 7, lines 7-18, the requested video clip is broken up into multiple bit 
streams (formats) (e.g. audio streams A1 ,A2, A3 and video streams V1 ,V2,V3) 
and one set of the bit streams (audio stream A1 and video stream V2) is selected 
and transmitted from the server to the user during the first request); and 

sending upgrading data to the user when the information for downloading 
content is classified as indicating downloading of upgrading data associated with 
content data owned by the user (column 7, lines 36-43, the second user request 
for the video indicates the bit streams already in possession of the user (A1 and 
V1) whereupon the server sends the upgrading data (audio stream A2 and video 
stream V2) that is combined with the previously transmitted data in column 7, 
lines 50-57 in order to create a higher quality video clip). 

5. As to claim 10, Kidder discloses a server comprising: 

a storage unit that stores a plurality of pieces of content data having 
predetermined formats (column 6, lines 42-48, the video clip on the server is 
broken up into different scalable bit streams (predetermined formats) when 
transmitted); 
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a first generating unit for generating content data to be distributed based on 
data supplied thereto (column 7, lines 7-14, from the video clip audio bit stream 
A1 and video bit stream V2 are generated); 

a second generating unit for generating upgrading data using content data 
read from the storage unit (column 7, lines 50-57, from the video clip audio bit 
stream A2 and video bit stream V2 are generated); 

a sending and receiving unit to which data output from the first generating unit 
or from the second generating unit is supplied for sending and receiving data to 
and from outside the server via a network (column 7, lines 7-14 and column 7, 
lines 50-57); and 

a controller to which information for downloading content received by the 
sending and receiving unit is supplied for exercising control based on the 
information for downloading content (column 7, lines 36-46, the user requests the 
video clip for a second time and based upon information provided in the request 
(i.e. informing the server that the user already possesses bit streams A1 and V2) 
the server knows which bit streams to generate during the second iteration), 

wherein the controller classifies the information for downloading content, 
selects one of the plurality of pieces of content data having the predetermined 
formats based on the information for downloading content (column 7, lines 36- 
46), and supplies the selected content data to the first generating unit when the 
information for downloading content is classified as indicating downloading of 
new content data (column 7, lines 7-14, in response to the first request the first 
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bit streams are sent), and wherein the controller causes the second generating 
unit to generate upgrading data when the information for downloading content is 
classified as indicating downloading of upgrading data associated with content 
data owned by the user (column 7, lines 36-46, the server is informed that the 
user owns the first two data streams and therefore generates and sends the 
second data streams to the user (column 7, lines 50-57)). 

6. As to claim 18, Kidder discloses a terminal comprising: 

a sending and receiving unit for sending and receiving data to and from a 
server via a network (column 7, lines 7-14, the client reads on the terminal); 

a storage unit for storing content data and upgrading data received from the 
sending and receiving unit (column 7, lines 7-14 and column 7, lines 50-57, where 
the second data stream reads on the upgrade data); 

a signal processing unit for decoding content data read from the storage unit 
in accordance with encoding of the content data and for generating content data 
having a quality higher than a quality of the content data read from the storage 
unit, based on the content data and upgrading data read from the storage unit 
(column 7, lines 50-57, the first data stream is read from the cache and combined 
with the recently received second data stream with the end result being a video 
clip of higher quality) and 
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a controller for exercising control as to whether the signal processing unit 
decodes the content data read from the storage unit or generates the content 
data having higher quality (column 7, lines 50-57). 

7. As to claim 2, Kidder discloses when the information for downloading content is 
classified as indicating downloading of upgrading data (column 7, lines 35-39), 
the upgrading data is generated from the content data owned by the user and 
content data associated therewith among the plurality of pieces of content data, 
and the upgrading data generated is sent to the user (column 7, lines 39-44). 

8. As to claims 3 and 12, Kidder discloses the information for downloading content 
at least includes information for selecting a piece of content data from the 
plurality of pieces of content data and information for specifying a format of 
content data to be downloaded (column 7, lines 35-39), and difference data is 
generated (column 7, lines 39-44), based on the information for specifying the 
format (column 7, lines 35-44), from the content data owned by the user and 
content data associated therewith and the difference data being is sent to the 
user as the upgrading data (column 7, lines 50-57) 

9. As to claims 4 and 13, Kidder discloses the difference data is generated based 
on the information for specifying the format and information regarding a format 
used when sending the content data owned by the user (column 7, lines 36-39), 
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and the information regarding the format is stored as usage-history information 
(column 7, lines 36-39). 

10. As to claims 5 and 14, Kidder discloses the information for downloading content 
includes selection information indicating either downloading of new content data 
or downloading of upgrading data and information for specifying a format of 
content data to be downloaded (column 7, lines 36-39), and whether new content 
data is to be downloaded or upgrading data is to be downloaded is determined 
based on the selection information (column 7, lines 39-49). 

1 1 .As to claims 6 and 15, Kidder discloses the information for downloading content 
is classified as indicating downloading of new content data (column 7, lines 7- 
14), the selected content data is converted into a format based on the information 
for specifying the format before the selected content data is sent to the user 
(column 7, lines 10-18). 

12. As to claims 7 and 16, Kidder discloses the information for downloading content 
includes user-specific information and temporary history information is generated 
based on the information for downloading content based on the user-specific 
information (column 7, lines 36-39), and wherein usage-history information is 
updated based on the temporary history information after processing of data 
received by the user is completed (column 7, lines 36-39). 
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13. As to claim 11, Kidder discloses the controller reads the content data owned by 
the user and content data associated therewith among the plurality of pieces of 
content data from the storage unit and supplies these read-out content data to 
the second generating unit (column 7, lines 36-44). 

14. As to claim 19, Kidder discloses the signal processing unit comprises: 

a generating unit for generating content data having a higher quality than a 
quality of the content data read from the storage unit, based on the content data 
and upgrading data read from the storage unit (column 7, lines 50-57); and 

a decoder for decoding the content data read from the storage unit and 
supplied to the decoder (column 7, lines 50-57). 

15. As to claim 20, Kidder discloses the decoder comprises a first decoder and the 
generating unit comprises a second decoder for decoding the upgrading data 
supplied thereto (column 7, lines 50-57). 

16. As to claim 21 , Kidder discloses a combining unit for combining data output from 
the first decoder and data output from the second decoder (column 7, lines 50- 
57). 
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17. As to claim 22, Kidder discloses the controller activates the first decoder when 
the content data read from the storage unit is to be played back (column 7, lines 
7-14) and activates the first decoder and the second decoder when the content 
data having the higher quality is to be generated (column 7, lines 50-57). 

18. As to claim 23, Kidder discloses the controller sequentially reads the content data 
and the upgrading data from the storage unit and supplies the content data and 
the upgrading data to the signal processing unit (column 7, lines 50-57). 

19. As to claim 24, Kidder discloses a plurality of buffer memories provided between 
the storage unit and the signal processing unit, wherein the controller controls 
switching of the plurality of buffer memories (column 7, lines 50-57). 

20. As to claim 25, Kidder discloses an operating unit operated by a user, wherein 
the controller, based on an input from the operating unit, generates information 
for downloading content including information indicating whether new content 
data is to be downloaded or upgrading data for content data already stored in the 
storage unit is to be downloaded (column 7, lines 36-44), and sends the 
information for downloading content via the sending and receiving unit (column 7, 
lines 36-44). 
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21. As to claim 27, Kidder discloses the controller sends data indicating completion 
of processing via the sending and receiving unit when writing of data received by 
the sending and receiving unit to the storage unit is completed (column 7, lines 
50-57). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
. said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

23. Claims 8-9, 17, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kidder as applied to claims 1 , 10, and 18 above, and in view 
of what was well known in the art at the time of the invention. 

24. As to claim 8, Kidder discloses the invention substantially with regard to the 
parent claim 1, but does not explicitly disclose when user authentication is 
executed; processing based on the information for downloading content is started 
when the user authentication succeeds. Kidder does not disclose any security 
measures to ensure only authorized viewers access the video clips; rather 
Kidder's disclosure focuses primarily on the processing of the video clips. 
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However, Official Notice is taken (MPEP 2144.01) that simply adding a layer 
of security as simple as a password to authorize a user was well known in the art 
at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art. Thus it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to take 
advantage of a known practice (authorizing a user before use of the system) to 
modify the teaching of Kidder in order to give Kidder's system some security. 

25. As to claims 9, 17, and 26, Kidder discloses the invention substantially with 
regard to the parent claims 1, 10, and 18, but does not disclose the selected 
content data or the upgrading data is encrypted before the selected content data 
or the upgrading data is sent to the user. Kidder does not disclose any security 
measures to be taken with regards to the transmitted data; rather Kidder's 
disclosure focuses on the processing of the video clips in a generic form. 

However, Official Notice is taken (MPEP 2144.01) that encrypting the 
transmissions between the client and server was well known in the art at the time 
of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art. Thus it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to take 
advantage of a known practice (encrypting transmitted data) to modify the 
teaching of Kidder in order to give Kidder's system some privacy with regards to 
communications between client and server.. 
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Conclusion 

26. For additional prior art made of record and not relied upon and considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure see attached Notice of References Cited, Form 
PTO-892. 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Dailey whose telephone number is 
571-270-1246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday; 
9:00am - 5:00pm. 

28. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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29. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





TJD 

6/19/2007 



